
Making a Drawstring bag 

Cut a piece of material approximately 80cm x 40cm. A strong cotton fabric is ideal.  

1. If the fabric is quite crumpled, it might be a good idea to iron it first, as this will make it easier to 
sew with.  

 

 

Figure 1 

2. Fold each of the 2 shorter edges down by roughly 1 or 1.5 cm. These will be sewn into place. 

 

Figure 2 

3. Before sewing the whole way down the side, you will need to sew  
forwards, then backwards for about 1cm, then sew forwards again to the end. We do this                            
so that the stitching does not come undone and it makes the finished bag stronger.    
 
With the Singer 99K and 60K machines you will need to turn the fabric to sew back and forwards as 
follows:  

a. Put the fold of fabric under the presser foot of the machine, 
 with the thread under the foot and most of the fabric on the 
 left of the machine resting on the table. 
Lower the foot. 

b. Turn the handle on the sewing machine to sew forwards for about 1 cm. Stop with 
the needle in the fabric. (If you have stopped with it out, turn the handle a little 
more so that it goes into the fabric). 

c. Lift the presser foot. 
d. Turn the fabric around. 
e. Lower the foot. 
f. Sew back to where your stitches started and stop with the needle in the fabric. 
g. Lift the presser foot. 
h. Turn the fabric back around. 
i. Lower the foot. 
j. Continue sewing forwards to just before the end of the fabric 

(finishing with the needle in the fabric).  



k. Now, as you did at the start, sew backwards for 1cm, and then forwards again to the 
end. 

l. Make sure the needle is raised and lift the pressure foot.  
m. Pull out the fabric and cut the threads 

 close to the fabric so that there are no tails of thread coming 
 from the fabric, but there are tails of thread at least 10 cm 
 long coming from the machine. 
 

Repeat for the opposite end of the rectangle of fabric. 

 

Figure 3 

4. Repeat for the remaining 2 sides of the rectangle so all four sides are folded and sewn. The 4 
corners of the fabric will look like the picture below. 

 

 

Figure 4 

5. Now fold fabric in half along the longer edge of the fabric. (If you started with a piece 40cm by 
80cm, you will now have a square that is 40cm by 40cm.). 

 

Figure 5 

6. With the fold of the fabric at the bottom sew along one of the edges from the top to the fold at 
the bottom. It is easiest to do this just inside the fold of fabric (figure6). Remember to sew forwards 



and backwards by about 1cm at either end of the sewing to secure the thread and stop it from 
coming undone. 

 

Figure 6 

7. Open out the fabric. It will now be shaped like a hood.  

 

Figure 6 

8. Along the long edge with a seam in the middle (what was the top of the square but is now opened 
out into a long edge), fold down roughly 2 or 2.5cm of fabric and pin this in place. Sew along the line 
of stitches that will be visible near the bottom of the folded over fabric. This will create the channel 
for the draw string to go through.  

 

Figure 7/1 
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9. Close the fabric back into a square shape (so that the two open ends of the draw string channel 
are together). Make sure the bag is inside out with the seams showing at this stage. You will now 
need to sew the final seam along the edge. Do not sew through the draw string channel as this 
would mean that the draw string cannot go into it. Instead, start the stitches below the draw string 
opening (as indicated in figure 9) and stitch down to the fold at the bottom. (Remember to sew 
backwards and forwards by about 1cm at the start and the end of the stitching).  

 

Figure 9 

10. Turn the bag the right way out. Attach a hair pin or a safety pin to the end of some cord and feed 
it through the draw string channel. Make sure that there is a bit of length (10cm or so) of chord 
coming out of the channel at either end when the channel is not pulled tight.  

Tie a knot so that the two ends of the chord are tied together. 
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11. You have now finished your bag!

 

Figure 11 

We use these bags for the haberdashery kits we send to Malawi with  
the Singer sewing machines. If you would like to make one and fill it, with  
any haberdashery items you are able to donate from the kit list, that would 
be amazing. 
The haberdashery kit list is shown on the Garvald website.  

 

             THANK YOU! 
	


