
T H E  M E D I A  T E A M
N E W S L E T T E R

Hello Media Team,

This is our second newsletter, we hope you enjoyed the first 
one.

Some of you have taken part in our virtual tea breaks via 
Zoom and it's been so lovely seeing your faces. For others, 
we've enjoyed speaking with you regularly on the phone or by 
email.

As we're all getting more used to working on projects from 
home we thought we'd include some more information about 
how to take great photographs so look out for that!

In this media workshop kit, we've included a jotter, a gluestick, 

a viewfinder card and some stickers. You can use these things 

to help you with the activities in this newsletter. 

We hope you're all doing well, staying safe and happy and 
enjoying the sunshine when it shows!

Stay safe,

Becky & Amy



 
Try bringing everyday objects to life by 

giving them eyes!

 
I had a go at home by making my 

orange lamp look sleepy. 

 

BRINGING THINGS  
TO LIFE WITH EYES

 
I also drew some colourful shapes and gave 
them eyes so they could look at each other! 

 
Look in your media group kit! You will 

find some eye stickers. 



 
When we get back to the media 

workshop, we can practice bringing 

things to life using stop-motion 

animation.

 

You will know stop-motion 

animation from things like 

Wallace & Gromit, The Nightmare 

Before Christmas and Fantastic 

Mr Fox. 

 
This reminded me of a great picture book called Square, by Mac Barnett and Jon Klassen.

 

You can give anything a personality by 

giving it a pair of eyes and moving it 

around!

 

For now, we can practice 

giving things personality 

by giving them eyes and 

moving them like they are 

alive!

Wallace and Gromit, by 
Aardman Animations

Trainer and 
watermelon slice 
with eyes, by artist Stefano Colferai



WHAT INSPIRES YOU?
WHAT INSPIRES YOU?

 

Does somebody you know inspire you?

It could be a friend or someone in your 

family. Or a musician or an artist.

It could be anyone! 

 

Maybe they help you to have new ideas. 

Or perhaps they are a kind person and 

they remind you to be kind. 

 
Where do you get your 

ideas from? 

Do you see things on TV that make you think? 

If you see an amazing 
view, does it make you want to paint it or take a 

picture? 

 

Do you get ideas 
for stories from 

conversations with 
people?

Are you inspired by these drawings? 

They are from a website called absurd 

design.



INSPIRATION ACTIVITY
INSPIRATION ACTIVITY

 
Now that you’ve thought about 

who or what inspires you...

You could draw a picture of the 
person or thing.

Or write a short article about 
them. 

You could do this in your media 
group jotter.

Or if you can’t think of anything 

in particular, you can look 

through a newspaper or 

magazine. 

If you see something that 

inspires you (like a colour or a 

picture), cut it out and stick it 

in your jotter.

My brother inspires me 
because he is a great 
teacher...

Inspiration activity

Inspiration activity
I like these orange and blue colours because they remind me of the sea and of autumn leaves!

These political posters make me think of all the people who took the time to make them and stick them up!



 

MAKE A ZINE 

People photocopy 

zines and share them 

with other people.

The rules are...

There are no rules!

So what would your zine be 

about?

People write about 

whatever is important or 

interesting to them. 

They might draw 

pictures themselves to 

go with the writing. 

Or cut pictures out 

from newspapers and 

magazines!

A zine about ice cream by 
Celia C. Perez

There are zine libraries in 

Edinburgh and Glasgow!

Lex Kartane 
made this 
zine about 
what it’s 
like to be 
autistic. 

Zines are small magazines 

that people make them-

selves. 

They can be about anything.

And anyone can make one. 



Close your paper so 

that it’s in half. Then 

cut halfway across the 

middle, from the fold.  

 

When you open it, it 

should have a slit in 

the middle.

Fold your piece of paper in half. Then 

fold it again so it is in quarters. Fold it 

one more time so it is in eighths.  

 

When you unfold it, it should be split into 

8 sections and look like this. 

Fold the paper 

along the crease 

where the slit is.  

 

Then hold each 

side of the paper 

and push it 

together.

It’s easy to make a zine at home. In your kit, you’ll find some paper, a 

glue stick and some coloured pencils. The only other thing you’ll need is a 

pair of scissors!

Once you flatten the folds, you should have an 8 

page mini booklet!  

 

The only thing left to do is start cutting, sticking, 

drawing and painting to fill in your pages. 

 

Happy zine-making!

1.

2.

3.

4.



 

COMPOSING A PHOTO 

Or try leaving blank space!

Blank or ‘negative’ space can also help to 

make your subject stand out.  

 

Just make sure there’s nothing else 

cluttering up the blank space! 

 

This picture also shows you don’t have to 

put your subject in the centre of a photo.

Here are some things to try when you’re composing your photos.

Fill the frame with your subject

Who or what are you taking a 

picture of?  

 

Get up close to them so that they 

fill up the entire photograph. 

 

This way nothing in the photo 

can distract from your subject.

In your media kit, you’ll find a picture of 

the camera we have in the workshop.

If you hold it up, you can see through the 

viewfinder! 

You can use this to practice composing 

your photos.



Find patterns and textures  

Can you find patterns to 

make your photo more 

interesting? 

For example, the repeating 

pattern of these triangle 

rooves makes this picture 

stand out. 

 
In this photo, the lines do 

something different.  

 

They help to draw your eye 

up the hill, where the cyclist is 

pushing hard to reach! 

Use lines and symmetry

Have a look at your scene. Are 

there any lines you can use? 

 

Here, the lines of the building split 

the photo up equally, making it 

look like a mirror image. 

Over to you! 

You can use your viewfinder card to practice some of these tips. 

 

You can use your imagination to remember the photos, or you could try 

propping the viewfinder up and drawing what you see through it! 

 

If you have your own camera, phone or tablet you can also take the 

picture once you’ve found the composition you want.



 

FURRY FRIENDS

Sam asked us to include 
some pictures of our pets in 
this issue of the newsletter. 

Orla

Bear
Orla and Bear live 

with Amy. 

Orla loves to go on 
adventures but hates 

getting wet. 

She often rolls in 
smelly bird poop so 
has to have a shower 
when she gets home.

Bear loves to run around the house and move his toys from 
room to room. When he’s tired he likes to sleep in his bed that’s 

high up on the living room door. 
 

Both Orla and Bear like to eat human food. But Orla waits until 
Amy offers her some while Bear is much less polite about it!

LeoLeo lives with 
Becky. 

He loves to 
jump on people 

early in the 
morning. 

He also loves 
swimming, 

sniffing other 
dogs and lying 
on the kitchen 
floor waiting 
for Becky to 
drop food.

Here are some pictures of Leo editing Garvald Radio and 
enjoying the beautiful daisies in a nearby field.

Would your pet like to be famous? If so, send us some pictures 
of them and we’ll put them in the next newsletter!
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