
T H E  M E D I A  T E A M
N E W S L E T T E R

Sam suggested the Furry Friends section where Becky

and Amy share photos of their pets.

Kirsteen suggested a jigsaw puzzle related to the media

team.

Kieran wanted a close-up photograph of the media

workshop camera from the front and back.

Ailill wanted a tutorial on editing videos.

Hello Media Team,

Our August newsletter and media kit has been a

collaboration between many of the members of the Media

Team!

Thanks so much for all your suggestions and hard work, you

have great ideas! We hope you're happy with your newsletter

and media kit and we can't wait to hear what you come up
with for the next one!

As always, stay safe, have fun, and be happy!

Stay safe,

Becky & Amy



E D I T I N G
P H O T O S

W H Y  D O
W E  E D I T

P H O T O S ?



EDITINGEDITING
PHOTO

Lots of things can affect how your photo looks. You might have a

great photo but it looks not quite like it did in real life. Maybe it's too

dark, or too orange? There are tools online that can help you edit your

photo to look the way you want it to.

Photoshop is a professional tool and costs money.

Lightroom is another professional tool and costs money.

GIMP is like Photoshop but free!

VSCO is free and is an app for your phone or tablet.

There are lots of options when it comes to editing your photos. Some

editing tools are free, some cost money, many you can use on your

phone or iPad!

Most camera phones and tablets have a built-in editing feature

that is free and easy to use!

WHY DO WE EDIT PHOTOS?

TOOLS



Exposure means how light or dark your photo is. 

This is called over exposed and under exposed.

You can fix this with editing. Can you see the

difference in these examples?

EXPOSURE

U N D E R  E X P O S E D

O V E R  E X P O S E D

M E D I U M  E X P O S U R E

This photo is too dark. We need

to make it brighter.

This photo is too bright. We need

to make it darker.

This photo has good exposure.

Not too dark, not too bright.



Contrast means the difference between the light

and dark tones in your photo.  This is called high

contrast and low contrast. You can change this in

editing. Can you tell the difference in these

examples?

CONTRAST

H I G H  C O N T R A S T

L O W  C O N T R A S T

M E D I U M  C O N T R A S T

The black tones in this photo are

too high. We need to make them

lighter.

The white tones in this photo are

too high. We need to make them

darker.

The white tones and black tones

in this photo are are well

balanced.



WHITE  BALANCE

White Balance has to do with the colour

temperature in your photo. Are the whites pure

white or do they have orange or blue tones in

them? You can change this in editing. Can you see

the difference in these examples?

C O O L

W A R M

M E D I U M

This photo is a bit too blue we

need to add more orange.

This photo is a bit too orange we

need to add more blue.

This photo has a good balance

between blue and orange.



Getting to 
know 

the media 
workshop 

camera 



You w
ill know

 this 
button w

ell! This is 
the shutter.  

Press it gently to 
focus, and then 

press it all the w
ay 

dow
n to take a 

picture.

W
hen you are putting the lens on the 

cam
era, line up this red dot w

ith the red 
dot on the lens. That’s how

 you know
 

you’re putting it on the right w
ay.

W
hen you are 

taking the lens off 
the cam

era, press 
this button to 

unlock the lens.

Press this button to turn the stabiliser on or off. 
The stabiliser can help to m

ake your videos less 
shaky and your photos less blurry if your hand 

shakes.

You can take this cover off and 
attach a flash to the cam

era if you 
need it.



This is the view
finder. You can 

put your eye up to it and see 
w

hat you’re taking a photo of.

This is the touchscreen. You can look at your 
photos or change your settings by touching 

the screen. 

The auto focus and auto exposure lock 
m

ean you can lock these settings in 
place so you can think about w

hat your 
photo looks like instead.

You can use this 
dial to change 
different settings. 
For exam

ple, you 
can choose how

 
long you w

ant the 
shutter to stay 
open for w

hen 
you are taking a 
photo.

W
hen you are looking through 

the photos you have taken, you 
can press this button to delete 

photos.

Turn this dial to 
choose if you w

ant 
the cam

era to: 

• 
take one picture 
at a tim

e
• 

take lots of 
pictures at once

• 
set a tim

er to 
take a picture 
autom

atically.
You can use this 
dial to go through 
the different 
m

enus on the 
cam

era. 

You can click on 
the button in the 
m

iddle to select 
your choice.

Turn this dial to choose if you 
w

ant to film
 video or take 

pictures. O
r if you w

ant to use 
autom

atic m
ode or control the 

cam
era yourself.

 
Press this Play 
button to look 
at the photos 

you have already 
taken.



A PUZZLING CHALLENGE...

In your media kit, you will find some 
puzzle pieces. Can you put them 

together to make this picture of the 
media group?



A bit about
VIDEO EDITING



WHAT IS VIDEO EDITING?

Imagine you are filming someone making a 
cake.

The person mixes the ingredients and puts 
the mixture in the oven. You film the cake 
baking in the oven for half an hour.

Then you film the person talking. They say, 
“This is my Dad’s recipe! He’s a great baker. 
He also goes to the barber on a Tuesday and 
his favourite kind of dog is a poodle, and...”

The person might talk for half an hour about 
things that have nothing to do with cake!

When you get back to the workshop, you 
realise that you have over an hour of video. 
You watch it. It is very boring!

Luckily, we can use the computer to change 
our video. This is called editing.

fluffy 
dogs



getting started
As we use an iMac in the media workshop, and as quite a few people 
have iPads at home, we’re going to talk about using iMovie. 

However, the general ideas are the same in most video editing 
programmes.

First, open iMovie.

Find the clips you want.

Drag the clips you want 
to use to the timeline.

Click on Photos at the left 
hand side of the screen. 
All the videos and photos 
you’ve taken on your iPad 
(or that you’ve imported 
from your camera) will be 
there. 

You can drag as many clips 
down to the timeline as you 
like. If you want to change 
their order, you can drag them 
around the timeline to swap 
them around.



some video editing tools

1. Cut the stuff you don’t want

There are lots of reasons you might want to cut out part of your 
video.

In iMovie, you can do this by dragging the edges of your video clip 
until you’ve got rid of the bit you don’t want.

Drag this backwards to 
make the clip shorter!

If something happens in the middle of your clip and you want to 
get rid of it, you can split the clip.

You can do this by clicking on the clip where you want to split it, 
and pressing the keys COMMAND and B. You can then delete the 
whole section you don’t want.

If you’re on an iPad, 
you can tap Actions 

and then Split instead.



3. Change the sound

Maybe you have filmed an interview and want the sound of the 
person talking to play over the rest of your video clips. You can do 
this by separating the sound from the interview clip and dragging it 
to where you want it.

2.  Speed up or slow down

You might remember filming the ginger snaps in the confectionery. 
Do you remember speeding up the video so that we could see the 
biscuits crackling as they baked? 

You can make your video go faster or slower by changing the speed.

On both the iPad and iMac, click 
on the Speed symbol and choose 
how many times faster or slower 

you want the clip to be.

On an iPad, tap Actions and 
then Detach Audio. 

Or if you’re on a computer, 
press Control and Click 

and then choose 
Detach Audio. 

Once you’ve separated the sound, drag it to where you want it to be. 



4. Add words
There are lots of reasons you might want to add words to your 
video. 

Maybe you want to add subtitles so that people with hearing 
problems will be able to enjoy your video too. Or maybe you want 
to add credits at the end.

Play around!
There are many more things 
you can do with video 
editing, and we will carry on 
learning together. 
 

On an iPad, click the T symbol at the bottom 
and choose the style of writing you would 
like. Then type in what you would like to 
say. Finally, choose where on the screen you 
would like them to be displayed by clicking 
Centre or Lower.

If you are on a computer, click the Titles tab 
instead. 

Have 
fun!

The best way to get comfortable with 
editing is just to play around. So if you 
have a tablet or a computer with editing 
software, just have a go!



FURRY FRIENDS!

Leo had a great weekend in
the highlands, near Fort

William. He swam in a lot of
rivers and he played with his

friend Dan (a Collie) until
they were both exhausted.

This is the moment that I
caught Leo trying to steal
food from the table. Leo is
very quick at stealing food,

so normally it's hard to
catch him on camera!

Orla went to the
groomers. She was

shampooed and then
conditioned. She also had

a blueberry face mask!
All her matted fur was
trimmed and brushed.
Now she's so clean and

soft and pretty!

BEFO
RE

BEFO
RE

BEFO
RE

AFTE
R

AFTE
R

AFTE
R

Bear the cat showing off his sharp claws
which he uses for scratching the

furnature (and his humans!)
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