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Vicente says…  
A new year just started, let's hope it 
brings more positive things than 2020. 

In 2020 we all went through many 
events, and ultimately that taught us 
many things. We all learnt to work from 
home, new skills, IT, crafts...so we know 
all there is to know about Zoom, we got 
pretty crafty with the workshops kits. 
We've also learnt a lot about safety. All 
we have to do now is to carry on a bit 
more. Just a bit longer, we can do it. 

We staff are always here to support you; 
if you need new ideas, materials... just 
let us know. There will be some more 
kits, some more zooms, some more 
newsletters. We are also glad to see 
your prowess, so keep sending us 
pictures of your projects. 

And since we have another chance to 
improve, learn something new, watch 
that film we never watched, do the 
things we enjoy the most, let's just make 
good use of it. 

Unfortunately, this 
isn't over yet, so 
in the meantime, 
be sensible and 
be safe.

Acorns 

We hope you have all enjoyed watching your 
acorn grow a root in the water - perhaps some 
have even started growing a shoot and leaf? 
Here are a couple of things to think about as your 
acorn grows: 

1. Does your acorn need fresh water?  
It's good to change it every 1-2 weeks. 

2. Is your acorn getting enough sunlight?  
Your acorn needs sunlight to grow, so try 
and keep it in a sunny spot. 

3. Has your acorn outgrown its bottle?  
If the acorn roots look like they have fi lled 
the bottle, it means it's time to change it to 
a bigger one - this will help it grow more. 

4. Are you worried your acorn isn't 
growing?  
You can give the workshop a call on        
0131 516 5116 to ask for help, or send us 
an email to 
garvaldwoodworkers@garvaldedinburgh. 
org.uk 

5. Send us a photo!  
We'd love to see some photos of how your 
acorns are getting on. You can send them to 
the above email address. 

Joinery and 
Woodwork
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Bird Pizzas  

We have been working on a new kit for you. The 
idea of this kit is to help you bird watch.  

In your kit you will find a round piece of wood, 
some seeds, and a worksheet explaining 
everything 
you need to 
do. There’s 
also a video 
on our 
website 
showing you 
what to do 
with your kit! 

Fantastic Beasts 

There’s a new kit available for all of you. With 
this kit you will be able to make a creature! 
Anne-Lise has made a video showing you what 
is in your kit and what you can make out of it.  

What kind of 
creature you make 
is up to you and 
your imagination! 

You can use 
anything you find 
around the house 
to decorate it- just 
like you did with 
your robots. 

The picture above is an example of what you 
can make.

Tea Breaks 

Each week we have tea breaks via 
Zoom, so that you can catch up with 
staff and other members. The Joinery 
have changed their Zoom time.   
Here’s a reminder of when they are:  

Woodwork  (Afternoon Group) 
Tuesday 1.00 pm 

Joinery  (All groups)       
Tuesday 2.00 pm 

Woodwork  (Morning Group)     
Friday 10.30 am 

Get in touch with your key worker for 
details.  

Email Us! 
We love to see what our members are 
up to at home, so if you have anything 
you would like to share, please send us 
an email to: 
garvaldwoodworkers@garvald 
edinburgh.org.uk 

If we like your picture, it could feature 
in our next newsletter!  

Remember… 
You can download all our previous 
newsletters from the website. There’s 
an audio version online, too, so you 
can listen along. 

To find the newsletters, audios, and all 
of our videos, visit 
www.garvaldedinburgh.org.uk   
and click on the ‘Wood and Tools’ 
section. 

http://www.garvaldedinburgh.org.uk
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Winter Scenes 
Vicente has made a video 
showing you how to make a 
beautiful winter woodland 
scene. He shows you how 
to look at different trees 
and how to create the snow 
in the pictures using things you already have at home.  

One of his artworks uses twigs for a tree. You can pick one up 
from your garden or when you’re out for a walk. Why don’t you 
try and identify it? Not all trees are easy to tell apart in the winter, 
but there are some easy tips later on in the newsletter. 

Spot The Difference 
There are 6 differences between the two pictures below. Can you find them all?
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Member Pictures 

Here’s John Black with the Silver Birch 
in his garden. Look at the lovely autumn 
colours!

We’d like to wish Umar a very special 
(belated) Happy 21st Birthday!

Here’s Chris with his acorn. 
How’s yours coming along?

Here’s Dhaoud with the 
chair he’s been making.

Robot Exhibition 
We have been invited to take part 
in an exhibition by a charity called 
Artworks Together and we 
thought it would be the perfect 
opportunity to show off all your 
amazing robots that you have 
made. 

So please get in touch with Luke, 
Rebecca or your keyworker and 
we can arrange to come and pick 
them up.   

Robots Assemble!
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Trees in Winter

It can sometimes be very difficult to 
identify a tree in winter.  There are usually 
no leaves, so you have to find new ways 
to tell them apart. For example, you can 
look at the bark or the buds. Here are a 
few examples of trees that have a very 
distinguishing feature in winter. Try to 
keep an eye out for them?

Ash Trees lose their leaves, but you can 
tell them apart by their black buds in 
Winter.  

The Silver Birch has very recognisable 
bark. It is a silvery white colour, which can 
sometimes be papery and flaky. 

The Cherry Tree has very obvious 
lines going across its bark. These are 
called ‘lenticels’. 

The Scots Pine is also an evergreen. It 
stays green all year round- it doesn’t lose 
its needles in Winter.

The Holly Tree is evergreen. It has a very 
identifiable shape- and it’s spiky! It 
sometimes has bright red berries in 
Winter, too. 
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Winter Wordsearch

Can you find all these 
words in the 
Wordsearch? 

Cold  

Frozen 

Leaves 

Winter 

January 

Frost 

December 

Freeze  

Ice 

Gloves 

Snow 

February 

Winter Quiz
1.  How can you identify a Silver Birch in Winter? 

2. Which trees have black buds in Winter? 

3. The Scots Pine is Evergreen. What does this mean? 

4. The Acorn comes from which tree? 

5. All snowflakes are unique. There are no two alike- true or false? 

6. What are the horizontal lines commonly found on a Cherry Tree called? 

7.  What is the name of the bird with a red breast that we often                      

8.  When is the first day of Winter? When is the last day of Winter? 

9.  Winter is one of four seasons. What are the other three? 

10. What is the name of the shortest day of the year?

see in Winter?
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