
 

 

Make a Balloon Powered Car  
Find the video tutorial on the ‘wood’ section of the Garvald Website 

 

What 
you 
need 

Your Balloon Car kit includes 1 paper straw, 2 

dowels, 4 cardboard wheels and a balloon. 

You will also need, scissors, sellotape and 2 

pieces of card. Your big piece of card must be 

narrower than the length of the dowel. The small 

piece of card should be around 5cm wide. 
 

Step 
1 

Cut 4 small sections from the paper straw and 

put aside for later. Cut the remaining straw in 

half. 

 

Step 
2 

Make sure that the straw is not squashed from 

cutting it. Make the ends round again if 

necessary. 

Put the lengths of dowel through the straws and 

make sure they turn easily. These will be your 

cars’ axles. 

 

Step 
3 

Attach the axles by taping over the straw 

sections onto the large piece of card and then 

attach the wheels. Put the small sections of 

straw on the ends of the dowels to stop the 

wheels from falling off. This can be a bit fiddly. 

 

Step 
4 

Turn your car over and check that it runs 

smoothly. If the car doesn’t keep rolling after 

you have pushed it, you may need to loosen the 

axles or wheels. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Step 
5 

Get the smaller piece of card, fold it in half, 

and cut a cross in the top section.  Fold the 

flaps back and insert the balloon. You can 

adjust the flaps to keep it in place 

 

 

Step 
6 

Tape the small piece of folded card onto the 

car.  Make sure to put the balloon right in the 

middle point between the wheels, or else it will 

go round in circles! 

 

Step 
7 

Blow up your balloon and let go of it when 

you’re ready for it to speed off.  It might not 

work first time so you might have to do some 

problem solving. 

Are the wheels running freely? Is the balloon 

centred? 

Is there enough air coming out of the balloon? 

You can adjust this last one by folding the flaps 

holding the balloon back slightly. 

 

 

Have a think about if you could make any 

improvements to your car. What difference 

would bigger wheels make? Does it go faster if 

it’s coloured red? Can you carry anything on 

your car? How does this affect the speed? 

 

Don't forget, we always love to see your 

creations so take some photos or video and send 

it to us at 

Garvaldwoodworkers@garvaldedinburgh.org.uk 

 
 

 

 

 

 

      

 


