
 

How to make a pin wheel 

You will 
need 

A square of acetate or paper 
A straw 
A long dowel or a stick 
a long pin 
a ruler or straight edge 
scissors  
a pen. 
 

 

Step 1 

Using a ruler and a pen mark from corner to corner.   
If you are using paper, you could fold it diagonally 
instead.  
Mark around 3 cm from the centre on each line. 

 

Step 2 

Using your scissors, cut along the line from the corner 

until you’ve reached your 3 cm mark. 

 

Step 3 

Mark the top right corner of each triangle. Make a 

small hole with your pin where you have marked. 

 



Step 4 

Cut a piece of straw that is slightly shorter than the 

length of your pin.  

Cut this short piece of straw in half .  

 

Step 5 

With your pin, make a hole at the top of the dowel or 

stick.  This will make it a bit easier when it comes to 

putting it all together. If you find this hard, soaking 

the dowel in water for a few minutes might make it 

easier. 

 

Step 6 

Bend over the marked corners of each triangle to 

meet each other in the middle. Put your pin through 

each hole.  

Put one piece of straw on the pin so that it is “inside” 

the pinweel. 

 

Step 7 

Put the second small piece of straw on the pin behind 

the pinwheel.  This will act as a spacer. 

 

 

Step 8 

Keeping it held together, pin the pinwheel onto the 

stick making sure the pin is secure and the windmill is 

turning freely. 

 

 



You’re 
done! 

Take your pinwheel outside to test it out. 

 

 

 

If you want to personalize your pinwheel, draw some patterns on the front and 

back before putting it together. 

Send us photos or videos of your completed pinwheels to garvaldwoodworkers@garvaldedinburgh.org.uk 


